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What do you feel are the major concerns facing the citizen science community? 

 
At the regulatory level where federal, state and local government agencies are concerned, efforts 

to integrate citizen science are subject to the following; (1) ethical, legal, and social implications 

of citizen science; (2) data quality management and; (3) organizational citizen science strategies. 

At the local level, community partners and practitioners have more organic concerns including: 

(1) understanding scientific language, methods and implications in terms of risk or exposure; (2) 

making citizen science accessible particularly for children, low-income and minority groups and; 

(3) working in partnership-based collaborations with funders and regulating bodies to ensure 

equity, community benefits and sustainability ‘beyond the pilot’ of citizen science initiatives. 

 
What skills and what types of experience would you bring to the CSA board? 

 
I bring international experience working with communities, international nonprofits and various 

levels of government in Southern Africa, Canada and the United States including Yonge Nawe 

Environmental Action Group, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) funded projects and 

currently as an Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) research participant at 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). I also bring a commitment to community 

based participatory action research including a recent pilot project with communities in EPA 

Region 10 (Washington and Oregon) using cutting edge, EPA science tools for community and 

environmental justice assessment. The project has since been awarded $100,000.00 in continued 

research funding, established a model for community access to citizen science tools and is being 

replicated across EPA regions.  With a background in environmental policy and sustainability, I 

understand both regulatory and community-based needs, the implications and considerations of 

citizen science in a way that brings ‘new energy’, dynamism and diversity to the board. Lastly, I 

bring a commitment to learning, ‘win-win’ problem solving and accountability to this position. 

 
With sincere appreciation for your time and consideration 

 
Laura Stewart, MSL 

ORISE) Research Participant  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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SUMMARY OF SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE 

Laura holds a Master of Studies in Environmental Law and three years of professional experience 

working with nonprofit, state and federal government agencies in the United States and Southern Africa 

on citizen science, environmental regulation and civic engagement. Laura has strong research and 

writing skills. 

EDUCATION 
 

Master of Studies (MSL) Environmental Law 

Lewis and Clark Law School (USA) 

Major: Environmental Law, Energy, Natural Resources Law 

Environmental Ambassador Award 2013-2014 
 

 
Bachelor of Political Science (BPOLSCI) International Studies 

University of Pretoria (South Africa) 

Major: International Studies, French 

Full Scholarship 2010-2013, Academic Excellence Award 2010 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

 

U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2014-Present 

Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) Research Participant  
 

 Developing research on EPA mapping tools, culturally sensitive risk communication and 

environmental justice assessment in vulnerable communities 

 Establishing and monitoring community-based crowdsourcing and citizen science projects using 

EPA mapping and decision analysis tools 

 Facilitating partnership based collaboration with state and regional partners 

 Coordinating with EPA programs and external stakeholders to develop workshop curricula, 

informational material and publications on community, human and environmental health 

research 
 

Portland African American Leadership Forum (PAALF) Jan-Sept 2014 
Office of the Director – Legal Research Intern 

 

 Conducting meetings with organizations in the PAALF network to identify shared priorities, 

organize forums or data collection mechanisms and shape PAALF’s policy agenda 

 Developing white papers and policy research briefs advancing equity-focused policies and 

programs in land use 

 Researching litigation strategies on issues impacting African Americans through Title VI, 14th
 

Amendment and Civil Rights Law 

 Assisting with public records (FOIA) requests and administrative duties to support PAALF staff 



City of Portland – Bureau of Sustainability and Planning (BPS) 2013-2015 
Community Involvement Committee 

 

 Interacting with BPS staff to design inclusive public involvement strategies for the City of 

Portland Comprehensive Plan Update 

 Convening with district liaisons, Neighborhood Involvement, Diversity and Civic Leadership 

Programs to implement community engagement best practices locally 

 Reviewing local government outreach practices and developing recommendations 
 

Environmental Law Center (ELC) Swaziland 2013- Present 
Board of Directors – Founding Director 

The Environmental Law center is the only public interest environmental assistance center in Swaziland. 

The organization advocates for human rights, equitable wildlife management and sustainable 

environmental regulation in the Kingdom. 

 
PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Stewart,L. 2015. Putting the Justice in GIS: Supporting Communities Using EPA Citizen Science Tools. 

Earthzine. Accessed: http://earthzine.org/2015/02/02/putting-the-justice-in-gis-supporting- 

communities-using-epa-citizen-science-tools/ 

 
Stewart,L. 2015. Tradition and Dance; the role of indigenous knowledge in ecosystem management. 

Accessed:  http://www.threecircles.org/tradition-and-dance/ 

 
Stewart, S., Duncan, B., Stohs, S. 2016. EPA’s Community Focused Exposure and Risk Screening Tool: A Trial 
with Community 

Partners. The International Journal of Sustainability Policy and Practice, 12 (2), 1-12.  
 

 
Supporting Communities Using EPA Science Tools: National Environmental Justice and Training Program 

(Washington) International Conference on Sustainability (Denmark) Society of Environmental 

Toxicologists and Chemists (Portland) Groundwork USA National Summit (Denver) 

 
ACTIVITIES Henry 

M Jackson Foundation 2015-2016 Leadership Program African 

American Leadership Forum Seattle Steering Committee Oregon 

Climate Steering Committee 

African Diaspora Council Northwest Steering Committee 

African American Leadership Academy Class of 2013-2014 

National Black Law Students Association Lewis and Clark Chapter Vice President 

Environmental Justice Advocates Lewis and Clark Chapter Chairperson 
 

 

SKILLS 
Fluent English, Siswati, French – Rudimentary Spanish 

Microsoft Office Package, Outlook, Adobe Connect 

Fundraising 
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