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What do you feel are the major concerns facing the citizen science community? 

 

Although a powerful tool to democratize science and to engage non-scientists in helping to 

advance scientific research, there are several concerns facing the citizen science community 

especially if its full potential will be reached to fundamentally change the way that people 

engage in scientific research (and the expand what is possible in the realm of scientific research). 

These concerns include the ability to effectively train citizen science volunteers in the scientific 

methodologies that they must carry out with integrity, consistency, competency, accuracy, and 

ethics while also being free from bias. The citizen science community must also grapple with 

how to equalize the research playing field. As citizen science volunteers engage in citizen 

science initiatives over time, there might indeed be more of a push from such volunteers to play a 

larger role in the research process---a role as co-developers of research with ownership in the 

results and not just that of data collectors.  

  

What skills and what types of experience would you bring to the CSA board? (If you self-

nominated, this can be similar to what you wrote in the initial form.) 

 

 

I would bring to the CSA Board of Directors experience in designing and implementing 

innovative citizen science initiatives that engage low-income and communities of color in 

identifying, investigating, documenting, and analyzing environmental stressors that impact health 

and quality of life, particularly in underserved, urban communities. I’ve gained this experience as 

an environmental health researcher, environmental justice advocate, and practitioner of 

community-based participatory research.  Through this work, I have co-developed open-source 

digital technologies and mapping applications (apps) using the ArcGIS Online platform and 

engaged multiple age groups from youth to senior citizens with varying levels of experience 

using smart phones and tablets. Through my extensive engagement in non-formal environmental 

education and watershed protection (20 years), I have also engaged in, designed, and 

implemented “traditional” citizen science initiatives such as conservation-based species counts 

and water quality monitoring. I bring nearly 20 years of non-profit board experience in a wide 

range of local, regional, and national non-profit organizations and have been engaged in 

leadership positions from board secretary to board chairperson to chair of the transition team that 

successfully led a merger of two similar non-profit organizations.  I have also served on various 

standing board committees including those dealing with board governance, finance, human 

resources, and program development as well as led ad-hoc committees and special work groups 

with respect to strategic planning, annual fundraising, and conference planning.   

 

***I am interested in being engaged with planning for the 2017 CSA conference. 
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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

 

Ph.D., Public Health (Concentration: Environmental Health) (May 2016) 

Georgia State University School of Public Health 

 

Dissertation Title: Combined Environmental and Social Stressors in Northwest Atlanta’s Proctor 

Creek Watershed: An Exploration of Expert Data and Community Knowledge 

 

Master of Public Health, Environmental and Occupational Health (May 2002)   

Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health 

 

Thesis Title: Challenges in Growth and Development: Atlanta’s Wastewater Infrastructure 

Dilemmas and their impact on Low-Income and Communities of Color 

 

Special Studies Project Title: The Community and the Canal: Health Evaluation of Residents’ 

Exposure to Coal Tar in Surface Water, Air, & Soil from the Waycross, GA Manufactured Gas Plant 

 

Bachelor of Science, Chemistry (May 1998) 

Spelman College 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Graduate Research Assistant 

Georgia State University Institute of Public Health – Atlanta, GA (August 2011 – July 2015) 

 Designed watershed-based citizen science initiatives to engage youth and adults in 

community-based environmental health research; 

 Developed curricula and community-based environmental health education, service 

learning, and action interventions for youth ages 14-18; 

 Conducted water quality monitoring of local streams to determine effectiveness of new 

testing method to detect E.coli in resource constrained settings; and 

 Supported development of community-based programs for the Center of Excellence for 

Health Disparities Research (Environmental Health and Community Engagement Cores).  

 

Manager, Education and Advocacy Programs (Part-time Appointment) 

National Wildlife Federation – Atlanta, GA (September 2011 – Present) 

 Lead fundraising, staff management, and program evaluation for Atlanta-based K-12 and 

community-based environmental education, land and water stewardship programs, and 

youth leadership development efforts. 

 

Manager, Education and Advocacy Programs 

National Wildlife Federation – Atlanta, GA (February 2010 – September 2011) 

 Managed Greater Atlanta Pollinator Partnership and Schoolyard Habitats Mini-Grant 

Program to engage Title I Schools in Gardening and Environmental Stewardship; 
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 Managed K-12 Eco-Schools USA Program (comprehensive green schools program) in the 

Southeast Region; 

 Managed and evaluated high school environmental education, stewardship, health, and 

leadership development program for urban teens of color; 

 Led statewide efforts to influence policy and programmatic initiatives to improve children’s 

health and connect them to nature (“Leave No Child Inside”);  

 Created programs to engage underrepresented communities in solution-based advocacy and 

community action to combat climate change and create green jobs; and 

 Managed portfolio of foundation and government funders to support programmatic work.  

 

Manager, Community & Leadership Development Programs, Sustainable Communities 

Organizer, Southeast Campus Ecology Coordinator 

National Wildlife Federation – Atlanta, GA (1996-2011) 

 

SERVICE 

 

Co-Founder & Volunteer, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance – Atlanta, GA (January 1998-Present) 

 Served as Board Chairperson (January 2010-Present) 

 Co-develop citizen science protocols to identify illicit discharges in Northwest Atlanta’s 

Proctor Creek and to establish a Proctor Creek illicit discharge monitoring program in 

collaboration with the Center for Watershed Protection; 

 Co-developed the River Rendezvous at Proctor Creek Citizen Science Initiative (engaging 

175+ residents, students, and other volunteers in initial two one-day, multi-site sampling 

events) 

 Co-develop watershed-based citizen science initiatives (recurring water quality monitoring 

programs, Proctor Creek Photovoice and participatory mapping projects, stream 

characterization initiatives, etc.); 

 Co-develop educational modules for community-based Watershed Academy (watershed 

education program); 

 Co-lead watershed tours and educational workshops about watershed challenges and 

opportunities for citizen, NGO, and governmental partnerships to improve watershed 

conditions and quality of life in Atlanta’s Proctor, Utoy, and Sandy Creek Watersheds for 

academic institutions, government agencies, non-profit organizations, and conference 

programs; 

 Co-established the Proctor Creek Stewardship Council; 

 Co-led community engagement and greenspace visioning efforts to develop Master Plans for 

the Outdoor Activity Center and Hampton-Beecher Greenspaces in Southwest Atlanta;  

 Co-led fundraising and coalition-building efforts to raise $2.5M to save 200 acres of 

greenspace along Atlanta’s Utoy Creek from development; and 

 

Trainer, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 – Atlanta, GA (May 2011, September & 

May 2010). Environmental Justice Fundamentals Course.  Environmental Justice and 

Collaborative Problem Solving. 

 

Instructor/Certified Trainer (Chemical and Biological Monitoring) – Atlanta, GA (January 2000-

Present). Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program, Environmental Protection Division, Georgia Department 

of Natural Resources. 

 


	NOJ CSA Nomination Follow-up Updated (1)
	NOJ CSA Resume Updated (1)

